
 
        

PARKS AND CULTURAL  AFFAIRS COMMITTEE
 

OF THE 
 

SUFFOLK COUNTY LEGISLATURE
 

Minutes
 
 
 
A regular meeting of the Parks and Cultural Affairs Committee of the Suffolk 
County Legislature was held in the Rose Y. Caracappa Legislative Auditorium 
of the William H. Rogers Legislature Building, 725 Veterans Memorial 
Highway, Smithtown, New York on May 10, 2006.
 
 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:
Leg. Lynne C. Nowick, Chairperson
Leg. Vivian Viloria•Fisher, Vice•Chairperson
Leg. Kate M. Browning 
Leg. Jon Cooper
Leg. Cameron Alden 
 
 
 
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:
George Nolan, Counsel to the Legislature.
Ian Barry, Assistant Counsel
Richard K. Baker, Deputy Clerk
Commissioner Ronald Foley, Suffolk County Parks
Jill Moss, Budget Review Office
Ginny Suhr, Aide to Leg. Viloria•Fisher
Ronald F. Foley, Commissioner of Parks
Ben Zwirn, Assistant Deputy County Executive



Paul Perillie, Aide to Minority Caucus
Vito Minei, Director of Division of Environmental Quality
Warren Greene, Aide to Leg. Alden
Barbara LoMoriello, PO's Office
Parks Trustee Fritz (Babylon)
 
 
MINUTES TAKEN BY:
Diana Kraus, Court Stenographer
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(THE MEETING COMMENCED AT 11:17)
 

 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK:
Will all Legislators please report to the horseshoe, please, so we can start 
the Parks and Recreation Committee.  We will stand and salute the flag.  
And Legislator Browning, could you lead us, please?  
 
 

(SALUTATION)
 
 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK:
Good morning everybody and welcome to the Parks and Recreation 
Committee.  Commissioner, do you need to address us for any of these 
resolutions?  



 
COMMISSIONER FOLEY:
Good morning.  I don't have anything specific to these resolutions, but I 
would be happy to answer questions about any of them if you have any.  
 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK:
All right.  If anybody has any questions for the Commissioner •• you can sit 
there while we do the agenda and just want to make sure •• Mr.  Zwirn, did 
you have anything or are you just sitting there, too?  Just in case.  
 
MR. ZWIRN:
It's a relatively quiet agenda.  
 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK:
Okay.  I don't see any trustees here. 
 
LEG. ALDEN:
One.  He's behind the podium.
 
LEG. VILORIA•FISHER:
I can't see.
 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK:
We have a Parks Trustee here?
 
COMMISSIONER FOLEY:
Yes, Trustee Fritz from Babylon is here. 
 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK:
Good morning and thank you so much for coming.  We do appreciate your 
volunteering.  It means a lot of us and to the people of Suffolk County.  And 
it's really even over and beyond to come to one of our meeting so thank 
you.  
 
MR. FRITZ:
You are welcome.  
 



 
 

TABLED RESOLUTIONS
 

 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK:
All right, so then we're going to go right to the tabled resolutions.
 
1077 (amending the 2006 Capital Budget and Program and 
appropriating funds in connection with the installation of cash 
control and security at Suffolk County Park facilities)  (Alden) 
 
LEG. ALDEN:
Motion to table. 
 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK:
Motion to table by Legislator Alden, second by myself.  All in favor?  
Opposed?  1077 has been tabled.  (Vote:  5•0)  
 
1078 (amending the 2006 Capital Budget and Program and 
appropriating funds in connection with a cash control pilot program 
at the Suffolk County West Sayville Golf Course)  (Alden) 
 
LEG. ALDEN:
Motion to table.
 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK:
Same motion, same second.  1078 has been tabled.  (Vote:  5•0)
 
1156, linking County park fees for veterans for park fees for senior 
citizens (Cooper)
 
LEG. COOPER:
Motion to table. 
 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK:
Motion to table by Legislator Cooper, second by Legislator Alden.  All in 



favor?  Opposed?  1156 has been tabled.  (Vote:  5•0)  
 
 

INTRODUCTORY RESOLUTIONS
 

 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK:
Introductory Resolution 1411.  This has been withdrawn.  
 
Introductory Resolution 1419, appropriating funds in connection 
with the removal of toxic materials in County Parks (County 
Executive)
 
LEG. ALDEN:
I'll make a motion to approve.  
 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK:
Okay.  We have a motion. 
 
LEG. VILORIA•FISHER:
Second.  
 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK:
Motion by Legislator Alden to approve, second by Legislator Viloria•Fisher.  I 
do believe Legislator Viloria•Fisher has a question. 
 
LEG. VILORIA•FISHER:
Yes.  Commissioner Foley, I remember a few years back when there was an 
issue with trap and skeet and lead and there was a major cleanup of 
Southaven Park.  Is this that type of cleanup?  What are we talking about 
regarding toxic cleanup?  Has there been some indication that we have areas 
that are particularly prone to this problem?  
 
COMMISSIONER FOLEY:
This goes more to historic buildings that we acquire through various means 
that have asbestos problems or lead paint or buried oil tanks or things like 
that.  It doesn't go to trap and skeet or anything like that.  



 
LEG. VILORIA•FISHER:
Okay.  Thank you.  
 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK:
Okay.  We have a motion and a second?  All in favor?  Opposed?  1419 is 
approved.  (Vote:  5•0)  
 
1464, establishing the "Suffolk County Parks Corps" volunteer 
cleanup program.  (Romaine)  Do we have a motion?  
 
LEG. ALDEN:
I'll make a motion to approve. 
 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK:
Motion to approve by Legislator Alden, second by Legislator •• I'll second it 
for purposes of discussion. 
 
LEG. ALDEN:
On the motion.  Can you explain what this is about?  
 
LEG. VILORIA•FISHER:
Well, I had asked on the motion because I am •• I had introduced legislation 
in 1999.  And you probably remember it, Legislator Alden, where we had a 
parks stewardship program where we partnered with different schools.  And 
I remember Legislator Crecca was one of the people who took advantage of 
than stewardship program.  And I was just wondering if this was essentially 
different from that program?  And that leads us to Legislator Alden's 
question, what is this about because I thought that the stewardship program 
really covered that.  
 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK:
Counsel.
 
MR. ZWIRN:
This is Legislator Romaine's bill so ••  
 



LEG. ALDEN:
The mike might not be on.  
 
MR. ZWIRN:
It's Legislator Romaine's bill so maybe •• 
 
LEG. ALDEN:
Did George draft it for him?  
 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK:
I think the intent from Legislator Romaine, and correct me if I'm wrong, is 
that he felt that there was so many volunteers looking to help clean up that 
he would establish this Suffolk County Parks Corps.  Now I'm not sure how it 
relates to the building you're speaking about.
 
MR. NOLAN:
I think that the difference may be that the stewardship program in an older 
resolution from 1993 are geared more towards groups; civic groups and 
organizations that would enter into agreements with the County to help 
maintain parks.  I think this resolution is more geared towards individuals 
perhaps not associated with any particular group or organization, but are 
willing to help maintain and clean up parks.  And I think that's what the 
intent of the resolution is.  
 
LEG. VILORIA•FISHER:
I'd like to have an opportunity to speak with Legislator Romaine.  And this 
isn't so time sensitive that we can't table it for one ••
 
LEG. ALDEN:
I'll withdraw my motion.  And I'll second your tabling motion.  
 
LEG. VILORIA•FISHER:
Thank you.  Thank you.  
 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK:
Okay.  It isn't that it's time sensitive, but we would want to consider that 
cleaning up the parks come May, June and July would be probably the time 



to do it rather than •• so. 
 
LEG. VILORIA•FISHER:
Yes.  I'm sure we can work it out between now and the next meeting.  
 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK:
So we have a motion to table for one cycle. 
 
LEG. COOPER:
Before we vote, just through the Chair, the one concern that I have about 
this approach as opposed to the Parks Stewardship Program is that if they're 
going to be putting the onus on you, Commissioner Foley, to organize this 
group of individual volunteers across Suffolk County, I'm just concerned that 
that's going to be a lot to put on your shoulders.  It's one thing if we have a 
parks stewardship program where you work with and recognize organized 
groups and you're maybe dealing with one individual in that group and a sub 
set of fifty volunteers.  But here I'm concerned that this may grow into 
1,000 individuals throughout Suffolk County and you're going to be •• have 
the responsibility for organizing them and keeping track of what they're 
doing and not doing.  And so the intent is good, but I'm just concerned that 
there may be practical problems in implementing it. 
 
COMMISSIONER FOLEY:
Well, it does leave me with the authority and power to issue the rules and 
regulations which we'll do in a way that's manageable if the Legislature 
passes this.
 
LEG. COOPER:
But then the question is then how does it differ from the Parks Stewardship 
Program?  And actually I met with the Commissioner a couple of months ago 
about the Parks Stewardship Program because I wasn't sure whether it was 
still active or whether it had fallen dormant.  And I believe the Commissioner 
was going to check into that.  So we may not •• it may be that people just 
forgot that we had that earlier program in place and this is redundant.  
 
COMMISSIONER FOLEY:
Is that a question?  



 
LEG. COOPER:
Yes.  I'll put a question mark at the end of that. 
 
COMMISSIONER FOLEY:
There is a stewardship •• I don't know if calling it a program is appropriate 
or not, but we have a number of stewardship agreements.  Whether they 
follow the original intent of the stewardship program the Legislator's talking 
about, I don't know.  
 
One of the problems with that program is any time someone wants to enter 
into a stewardship agreement, they're presented with a document that's 30 
or 40 pages long.  And they find that rather onerous when they're just trying 
to help out.  So this may serve to short cut some of that, although we'll 
have to work with the County Attorney's Office and make sure all the proper 
bases are touched.  So we still do have some assemblance of a stewardship 
activity going on and agreements that support that, but we also have a 
need, I think, for a less burdensome way of allowing these people to do 
volunteer work. 
 
LEG. VILORIA•FISHER:
Can it then wait until you send to the County Attorney's Office?  
 
COMMISSIONER FOLEY:
Well, if we do it, we have to do it right, whatever that is.  And we've had 
conversations with County Attorney's Office on shortening this up, lightening 
the load of papers so to speak.  
 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK:
Commissioner, do I understand if I'm hearing you correctly that there is a 
need for something like this?  
 
COMMISSIONER FOLEY:
I think there's a need for a simpler way to allow people to do volunteer work 
in their parks. 
 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK:



And do you feel that this would ••
 
COMMISSIONER FOLEY:
This may be a vehicle to get there.
 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK:
Okay.  All right.  Yes, Legislator Alden. 
 
LEG. ALDEN:
And not to speak for anybody on this, but most of our parks do have, you 
know, like a Park Director or, you know, a presence especially during the 
summer hours of operation.  And I think that the intent was that 
coordinating through the administrative offices, that this would allow 
somebody to walk up to, say, Blydenburg Park and say, you know, I got a 
couple of hours a few times a week.  And as an individual, not a church 
group, not, you know, like a civic group, do you have need for me?  The one 
thing that I can see where you might end up with a little bit of a problem is 
that, you know, we do have a union contract.  And, you know, you'd have to 
make sure you're not in violation of the union contract or these off seasonal 
or seasonal employees.  
 
But, you know, I see another benefit in this.  If you get a kid coming in 
there that's, you know, 15, 16, 18 years old, whatever, he might or she 
might get to see what the Parks Department's all about and it might actually 
lead to somebody going into either seasonal work or possibly like a career 
path where they actually come to work for the Parks.  
 
So, you know, with a little bit of tweaking I think that this works.  And when 
I read it, it doesn't look like it's going to be overly burdensome on you.  I 
mean you do have directors that have to supervise seasonals and other 
employees.  So I think it just might be augmenting and adding to that.  So 
probably with a little bit of tweaking I see this as a positive.  And it will fit in 
with your program, too.  
 
LEG. VILORIA•FISHER:
But I'd like to dove•tail it.  We have a motion and second to table. 
 



CHAIRPERSON NOWICK:
We have a motion by •• who made the motion to table?
 
LEG. VILORIA•FISHER:
Me.
 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK:
Motion to table by Legislator Viloria•Fisher, second by Legislator Alden.  All 
in favor?  Opposed?   We are going to tabled this.  It's been tabled.  (Vote:  
5•0)  
 
1482, amending the 2006 Capital Budget and Program and 
appropriating funds in connection with the reconstruction of the 
former GATR site for use as a maintenance and operation building.  
(County Executive)
What is the GATR?
 
 
LEG. ALDEN:
I'll make a motion to approve for purposes of discussion. 
 
 
LEG. COOPER:
Second.
 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK:
Motion to approve by Legislator Alden, second by Legislator Cooper.  
Counsel, what is that?  GATR?
 
MR. NOLAN:
It stands for ground to air transmit and receive, GATR facility.
 
COMMISSIONER FOLEY:
It's a former military site.  Our goal is to retrofit an existing building into a 
maintenance center.  
 
LEG. ALDEN:



Gabreski or Westhampton?  
 
COMMISSIONER FOLEY:
This is in Theodore Roosevelt in Montauk.  We're re•building •• started 
reconstruction of Third House now where we always stored equipment in the 
basement of the building which is not a very good idea.  And this will let us 
have a legitimate garage type facility to put our equipment in and work on 
the equipment.  
 
LEG. ALDEN:
After yesterday I'm thinking about slowing down any process out there in 
Third House. 
 
LEG. VILORIA•FISHER:
Why, what happened yesterday?
 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK:
Do I have a motion to approve? 
 
LEG. ALDEN:
Motion to approve. 
 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK:
Motion to approve by Legislator Alden, second by myself.  All in favor?  Oh, 
I'm sorry, I'm sorry.  Second by Legislator Cooper.  All in favor?  Opposed?  
1482 is approved.  (Vote:  5•0)  
 
LEG. ALDEN:
I have a question.  
 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK:
This meeting has been ••  Legislator Alden.  
 
LEG. ALDEN:
Thank you.  Commissioner, how are we coming down there at the Scully 
Estate?  I know we had some security issues and things like that.  
 



COMMISSIONER FOLEY:
We've had some vandalism.  We've installed some security lighting.  And 
then aside from that we're working with the consultant to do the design for 
the Greenways Environmental Interpretative Center.  And the goal is to have 
that model of environmental friendliness and modern technology and all the 
retrofitting we do there.  So that process is underway.  
 
LEG. ALDEN:
Okay, good.  Because a couple of weeks from now we're going to have those 
kids out •• they're out of school everyday.  And the ones that are only there 
on the weekends are going to be there every night, everyday. 
 
COMMISSIONER FOLEY:
We're also in the purchasing process for a security system for the place.  But 
that's been slow.  Hopefully in a couple of weeks we'll be able to do that 
also. 
 
LEG. ALDEN:
Good.  Do you have an update on the trap and skeet?  It was in the paper 
recently.  Or should we just wait?  Because I think somebody was talking 
about bringing a lawsuit.  And if you feel more comfortable waiting to 
comment ••  
 
COMMISSIONER FOLEY:
No.  We're moving toward reopening the facility sometime in July, touching 
all the regulatory bases we have to touch.  And we have a signed agreement 
with an operator.  And he is in there planning his capital investment 
strategy.  So we're moving along.  
 
LEG. ALDEN:
Good. Thank you.  
 
COMMISSIONER FOLEY:
Thank you.
 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK:
Okay.  We'll make a motion to adjourn by myself, second by Legislator 



Browning.  All in favor?  Opposed?   We're adjourned.
 

(THE MEETING CONCLUDED AT 11:31)
\_ \_ DENOTES SPELLED PHONETICALLY
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